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Romesh Dutt, was Bankim Cliandra Chatterjee who with-
out question was Che greatest Bengali novelist of the nine-
teenth century. His famous novel Anand Math woven
round the story of a Sanyasi revolt, and his immortal song
Bande Mataram inspired the succeeding generations of
freedom fighters and in fact became the symbol of political
resurgence in the twentieth century. Romesh Chunder's
first homage to Bengali literatuie was his work in English,
Literature of Bengal, published in 1877. This was the
first scientific attempt to write a history of Bengali literature
from the twelfth century down to his. time. It was a
surprise to the foreigners, and indeed to many Indians, that
Bengali literature had a history which dated back to the
twelfth century. He divided the history in three clear cut
periods—the lyricism of Jaydeva, Vidyapati and Chandidas,
the classical period represented by the great Chaitanya,
Kritibas and Kasiramdas, and the modern period initiated
by Raja Ram Mohun Roy and followed by a galaxy of
talented writers. It was this last group that Romesh Dutt
sought to join by his contribution to Bengali fictional litera-
ture with four historical fictions and two social novels.
Banga-Bijeta (or the Conqueror of Bengal) and Madhabi
Kankan (or bracelet of flowers) depicted the story of Akbar's
conquest of Bengal, while the other two, namely, Maharash-
tra Jibati Probhat and Rajput Jiban Sandhya, as their names
indicate related to the rise of Maharatta power and the
decline of Rajput power. Romesh Dutt's object in writing
these historical novels was not merely to enrich Bengali lite-
rature, but to hold before his countrymen the picture of
chivalry, courage and greatness of men and women of by-
gone generation^ of Indians. His two social novels Samaf
and Sansar were also written with a purpose. One advocated
widow re-marriage and the other inter-caste marriage.

